Gov. Perry Names Robert Scott Texas
Commissioner of Education

Tuesday, October 16, 2007

AUSTIN - Gov. Rick Perry today named Robert Scott as Texas Commissioner of
Education. Scott, who has served as interim Education Commissioner since June
2007, has been an integral part of raising the bar for scholastic achievement and
success in Texas for more than 15 years.

"Robert Scott is the right choice to lead Texas’ education system toward continued
success and new benchmark achievements," said Perry. "With an unmatched record
of service and commitment to Texas’ students, Robert has the experience and
dedication needed to raise the bar in classrooms and make sure students receive a top-
notch education that prepares them for success in and out of school.”

Scott served four years as Chief Deputy Commissioner of Education, managing daily
operations for the Texas Education Agency (TEA). By overseeing development of
new assessment and accountability systems, Scott championed efforts to raise
standards and promote rewards for effective teachers. During that time he also
established initiatives to strengthen early childhood and high school education.

In 2003, Scott served as interim Commissioner of Education and oversaw a massive
restructuring of the TEA, which resulted in more than $37 million in savings for
Texas taxpayers. Previously, Scott served as a senior advisor for public education to
Gov. Perry, acting as a liaison between the Governor’s Office and various education
groups and entities throughout the state. He has served as an education advisor in the
Texas Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives, and as an advisor to
Commissioners of Education Mike Moses and Jim Nelson.

"With Robert Scott at the helm of the Texas Education Agency, | am confident Texas
will continue to be a national model for student achievement, accountability and
innovation," said Perry.

Scott received a bachelor’s and law degree from the University of Texas and is the
father of two children who attend public school in Austin ISD.



